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​Intended audience​
​Educators, librarians, homeschool instructors, and informal learning programs​

​Purpose of this resource​
​This guide provides essential context for educators considering or already maintaining land​
​hermit crabs in a classroom or educational setting.​

​It is designed to:​

​●​ ​Prevent common sources of harm caused by misinformation​
​●​ ​Set realistic expectations about responsibility and care​
​●​ ​Frame classroom animals as living beings, not teaching tools​

​This resource is informational and does not require participation in any LHCOS program.​

​Land hermit crabs are a long-term responsibility​
​Land hermit crabs are not short-term or seasonal classroom animals.​

​With proper care, many species can live for decades. Introducing them into a classroom​
​environment requires planning that extends beyond a single school year, semester, or unit of​
​study.​

​Educators should consider:​

​●​ ​Who is responsible for care during breaks and holidays​
​●​ ​What happens to the animals if classroom circumstances change​
​●​ ​Whether long-term commitment can realistically be maintained​

http://lhcos.org/


​Observation, not handling​
​Hermit crabs should not be handled by students.​

​Handling causes physical and physiological stress, increases the risk of injury, and interferes with​
​natural behaviors. Ethical learning should be based on observation, not interaction.​

​Classroom learning can focus on:​

​●​ ​Behavior and movement​
​●​ ​Environmental preferences​
​●​ ​Feeding responses​
​●​ ​Shell selection and social interactions​

​This approach supports both animal welfare and meaningful learning.​

​Environmental needs are not optional​
​Proper habitat conditions are essential for survival, not enrichment.​

​Key requirements include:​

​●​ ​Adequate space​
​●​ ​Consistent temperature and humidity​
​●​ ​Deep, safe substrate for burrowing and molting​
​●​ ​Access to appropriate shells​

​Improper conditions often lead to stress, failed molts, and preventable deaths.​

​Molting requires non-interference​
​Molting is a natural but vulnerable stage in a hermit crab’s life cycle.​

​During molting:​

​●​ ​Hermit crabs may bury themselves for extended periods​
​●​ ​Disturbance can be fatal​
​●​ ​Digging, handling, or checking on a molting crab should never occur​

​Educators must be prepared to explain molting to students as a time of rest and protection, not​
​concern or curiosity.​

​Ethical modeling matters​
​Classroom animals provide an opportunity to model ethical decision-making.​

​Educators should emphasize:​



​●​ ​Responsibility over convenience​
​●​ ​Long-term welfare over novelty​
​●​ ​Respect for animals as living beings​

​These lessons often matter more than factual knowledge alone.​

​Classroom lesson plans & structured learning​
​LHCOS provides ethical guidance and classroom considerations to help educators make​
​responsible decisions about animal welfare.​

​For structured lesson plans, classroom activities, and curriculum-aligned learning materials,​
​educators are encouraged to explore resources available through Crab Street Journal (CSJ).​

​CSJ lesson plans are designed to:​

​●​ ​Support age-appropriate learning​
​●​ ​Align with science and environmental education goals​
​●​ ​Reinforce ethical care and conservation awareness​
​●​ ​Complement observation-based classroom learning​

​These materials can be used with or without live animals and are suitable for a variety of​
​classroom and informal learning environments.​

​➡️ Explore Hermit Crab Lesson Plans on Crab Street Journal​
​-https://crabstreetjournal.org/teachers-pet/​

​Support programs​
​Educators seeking assistance obtaining basic care supplies for qualifying classrooms may review​
​the Claws in the Classroom program.​

​Participation is optional and not required to access educational resources.​

​Educational disclaimer​
​This resource is provided for general educational purposes only and does not replace​
​professional, veterinary, or institutional guidance.​

​Copyright & Use Notice​
​© 2026 Land Hermit Crab Owners Society (LHCOS).​

​These materials are provided for non-commercial educational use only. Permission is granted to​
​download, print, and share these resources for classroom use with proper attribution. Commercial​
​use, resale, or redistribution as part of paid products or services is prohibited without written​
​permission.​

​For permissions or questions, visit lhcos.org.​


